
“Oh Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou Romeo?
Deny thy father and refuse thy name.”

Early Modern English, the kind of English Shakespeare wrote in, is a bit different 
from Modern English, which we use today. Although it might be ‘old’, Early 
Modern English is, however, not ‘medieval’ English – this was spoken from around 
1100 till about 1500 and it is much more difficult to understand for modern English 
speakers. Here is an example from the Bible, a translation of Psalm 23, first into 
Middle English, and then into Early Modern English:
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1. In a first step, circle or highlight all the words you can now explain with a   
     coloured pen, let’s say, green.
2. Now do the same for those words you already know from your English classes,     
     but use a different colour, like purple, or yellow.
3. In a final step, circle or highlight those words you still need to look up. How        
     about blue?

Which colour did you use most?

Now let’s have a closer look at the words you highlighted in blue:Now let’s have a closer look at the words you highlighted in blue:

1. Which ones can you easily look up in your dictionary? 
2. Which ones are not in there, or their explanation does not seem to fit in this       
     instance? Look those up in a Shakespeare glossary.

Practice your Skills
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Answer Sheet

Practice your Skills
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